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	Instructor: Dr. David Renjilian
	Phone: 348-6211, ext. 2697

	Office: McGowan 1021
	e-mail: renjilian@marywood.edu


Office Hours
Tuesday: 
9:00am – 12:00 noon

Wednesday: 
1:00 –   2:00 pm

Thursday: 
9:00 – 10:00 am
Required Texts

Hart, C., & Ksir, C. (2011). Drugs, Society, and Human Behavior (14th ed.).  Boston:  McGraw-Hill.

Course Description and Goals
This course provides an introduction to the various types of drugs and their impact on behavior.  Legal, illicit, and prescription medications will be addressed through and examination of physiological action, abuse potential, interactions and medicinal use.  Special attention will be paid to medications used to treat psychiatric disorders, and psychoactive substances that are frequently abused.

Course Learning Objectives
1. Gain knowledge of terminology related to pharmacology & the various classes of drugs.

2. Understand the physiological modes of action of various drugs.

3. Be aware of the potential interactions and counter-indications of psychoactive drugs.

4. Compare the advantages/disadvantages of drugs within a similar class.

5. Discuss the “dose dependent” effects of drugs.

6. Become familiar with the terminology of the drug culture.

7. Critically evaluate the portrayal of drug use/abuse in the media.

8. Fully understand the process of FDA approval.

9. List several influences society has on substance abuse.

10. List several effects substance abuse has on society.

11. Critically evaluate the notion of an “addictive personality”.

12. Integrate knowledge of the usefulness of drug therapies with alternative treatments.

13. Understand the legal implications and consequences of substance abuse.

14. Develop an appreciation for the potential dangers associated with the use and abuse of OTC and familiar drugs.

15. Discuss several reasons for individualized responses to the effects of drugs.

Requirements/Grading
ATTENDANCE:  As exam items will be drawn from class lectures as well as from the text, regular attendance is strongly recommended.  Attendance is required on the date of exams and oral presentation (see next page).  In the event of borderline grade, attendance and class participation will be considered when determining final grades.  Students are responsible for any announcements made during missed classes.

EXAMS:  

There will be three mid–semester exams and a final. The first two mid-semester exams are worth 50 points, the third is worth 45 points. These exams are in a multiple-choice format. The final exam is worth 5 points. This is a short answer exam in response to a movie about drug abuse/trafficking or treatment shown in class. The instructor may drop "bad" test items based on the results of an item analysis.  In the event of a skewed distribution of test scores, a "curve" will be used to determine test grades.  Total: 150 points.

If an exam date is cancelled by the university due to snow, the test will be given during the next scheduled class.  Classes cancelled that precede the test date will not affect the exam schedule.  Make–ups for reasons other than illness or emergency will not be allowed.  Should illness or emergency prevent you from taking an exam, please call either my office (extension 2697) or the psychology department (348-6270) and leave me a message.  You must bring written documentation of your absence and can expect to be administered a make–up exam during the following class.

CLASS PRESENTATION:  

Teams of two students must select one drug to be covered in class (other than alcohol, marijuana or caffeine) and prepare a brief (5 - 10 minutes) in-class presentation (to be given when the appropriate category is covered in class). The mode of action, therapeutic effects, side-effects, dose range, risk of overdose, and any risk of interaction are just some of the issues which should be addressed. A handout (1 to 2 pages) and bibliography should be submitted to the instructor and each student in the class. 50 points.

EXTRA CREDIT:  

Additional points may be earned on some tests in the form of extra credit items.  Students may also earn extra points by participating in research (approved by the instructor) or role-play exercises/testing with graduate students. Movie summaries (see next page) may also be completed for extra credit. Up to 10 points may be earned for extra credit.

GRADING:  

The assignments are worth...
Exams


150 points





Presentation
  
  50 points




TOTAL

200 points

Final grades are based on the following percentages:



97 - 100% =  A
81 - 84%   =  B-
65 - 68%   =  D+



93 - 96%   =  A-
77 - 80%   =  C+
61 - 64%   =  D

89 - 92%   =  B+
73 - 76%   =  C 
0 - 60%   =  F



85 - 88%   =  B
69 - 72%   =  C-

For Students with Disabilities:
Marywood University complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the American with Disabilities Act of 1990. Students with disabilities who need special accommodations should advise their instructor and submit documentation of the disability to the Office of Student Support Services, Liberal Arts Center 223B, in order for reasonable accommodations to be granted. The Associate Director of Student Support Services, Ms. Diane Taylor, will partner with students to determine the appropriate accommodations and, in cooperation with the instructor, will work to ensure that all students have a fair opportunity to perform in this class. To best service the needs of the student, each student should notify their instructors and the Associate Director of Student Support Services of any special accommodation needs no later than the last day to register for semester classes.

For more information, please contact: Diane Taylor, Associate Director of Student Support Services
Liberal Arts Center Room 223B, (570) 348.6211 x2335

Movies about Drugs Abuse, Addiction and Treatment

Interested in learning more about substance abuse? Check out these movies for what are sometimes shocking illustrations of the effects of drugs and alcohol. You may earn extra credit points by writing a 2-3 page summary of the movie’s plot and your personal reaction to the film from the list below (2 points for each summary, up to the 10 point extra credit limit). If you wish to summarize a movie not on this list, see the instructor for approval.
	28 Days – 2000
(rehab)
	The Boost – 1988 
(cocaine)
	Days of Wine and Roses - 1962 (alcohol)
	The Lost Weekend – 1945 (alcohol)

	Scarface – 1983 
(cocaine)
	Sid and Nancy – 1986 (heroin)
	The People vs. Larry Flynt – 1996 (various drugs)
	The Verdict – 1982 (alcohol)

	Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf – 1966 (alcohol)
	New Jack City – 1991 
(crack)
	Leaving Las Vegas - 1995 (alcohol)
	When a Man Loves a Woman  - 1994 (alcohol)

	Trainspotting -1996 
(heroin)
	Bright Lights, Big City -1988 (cocaine)
	Boogie Nights – 1997 (various drugs)
	Easy Rider – 1969 (LSD/marijuana)

	54 - 1998 
(cocaine)
	The Boost – 1988
 (cocaine)
	Clean and Sober - 1988 (rehab)
	The Last Days of Disco – 1998 (various drugs)

	Narc – 2002

(addiction, war on drugs)
	Come Fill the Cup – 1951 (alcohol)
	Barfly  - 1987 
(alcohol)
	Requiem for a Dream – 2000 (addiction)

	Blow – 2001
(cocaine)
	Traffic – 2000

(addiction, family influence, war on drugs)
	The Insider – 2000 (nicotine)
	Go – 1999
(drug dealing/abuse)

	Spun – 2002 (methamphetamine)
	Maria Full of Grace – 2004 (heroin/drug trafficking)
	Alpha Dog – 2006 

(drug dealing)
	Carlito’s Way – 1993
(drug dealing)

	Thirteen – 2003

(solvents & other drugs)
	The Runaways - 2010
(various drugs)
	25th Hour – 2002
(drug dealing)
	Candy – 2006
(Heroin)


Web resources for this class:

1. Visit my home page at http://www.renjilian.com
2. Click on Courses
3. Scroll down to PSY 420, and click on a topic to view text outlines of PowerPoint slides for each topic covered in class
Course Outline - Drugs and Behavior - PSYCH 420


Week

Dates



Topics




Readings  

    1

Jan 9, 11
Drug Use and Regulation



Chapter 1,3
    2

Jan 18

The Nervous System




Chapter 4
    3

Jan 23, 25
How Drugs Work




Chapter 5
    4

Jan 30, Feb 1
Stimulants - Illegal and Prescribed


Chapter 6
    5  EXAM
Feb 6, 8
Familiar Stimulants




Chapter 10,11

    6

Feb 13, 15
Depressants/Inhalants




Chapter 7
    7

Feb 20, 22
Pharmacology and Mental Illness


Chapter 8
    8

Feb 27, 29
Medication vs. other therapies


    9

Mar 12, 14
Alcohol





Chapter 9
  10 EXAM
Mar 19, 21
Over the Counter Drugs



Chapter 12

  11

Mar 26, 28
Opiates





Chapter 13
  12

Apr 2, 4
Hallucinogens/Cannabis



Chapter 14, 15
  13

Apr 11

Steroids/Drugs of Sports



Chapter 16
  14

Apr 16, 18
Addiction, Treatment & Prevention


Chapter 17, 18
  15 EXAM
Apr 23

Exam 3









(Apr 25th is a make-up day in the event snow affects the course calendar)
     
FINAL


Week of April 30th (Time and Day to be announced)

There is a 5 point penalty for late assignments!  Do not miss your presentation date!

Drugs and Behavior


PSY 420 - Spring 2012


Mon 2 – 4, Wed 2 - 3








