
	Instructor: Dr. David Renjilian
	Phone: 348-6211, ext. 2697

	Office: McGowan 1021
	e-mail: renjilian@es.marywood.edu


Office Hours
Tuesday: 
9:00 – 10:00 am, 1:30 - 2:30 pm

Wednesday: 
1:00 –   2:00 pm
Thursday: 
9:00 – 10:00 am, 1:30 - 2:30 pm
Required Text

Baron, R. & Kalsher, M. (2005). Psychology: From Science to Practice.  New York: Pearson
Course Description and Goals
This course offers a broad-based investigation of the nature of behavior, stressing general scientific principles, the complexity of human emotion and the potential of psychology for one’s self-realization.  Psychology as a science, the physiology of behavior, sensation and perception, learning and memory, human development, motivation, personality and abnormal behavior will be covered. Lecture, readings and video presentations will be utilized to address these areas. Students will convey understanding of these concepts through class discussions/exams. 

Course Learning Objectives
1. Understand the research methods utilized in psychology.

2. Compare and contrast the major schools in psychology.

3. Accurately trace the history and systems that have shaped the field as it is today.

4. Differentiate between the concepts of sensation and perception.

5. Apply the principles governing memory to everyday life.

6. Understand basic nervous system functioning.

7. Identify the various altered states of consciousness.

8. Apply several theories to conceptualizing deviant human behavior.

9. Discuss the short and long term effects of stress and conflict.

10. Identify important physiological and psychological milestones throughout the life cycle.

11. Understand the basic underpinnings of the major psychotherapeutic approaches.

12. Describe factors important to human drive, emotion and motivation.

Requirements/Grading
ATTENDANCE:  As exam items will be drawn from class lectures as well as from the text, regular attendance is strongly recommended.  Attendance is required on the date of exams.  In the event of borderline grade, attendance and class participation will be considered when determining final grades.  Students are responsible for any announcements made during missed classes.

EXAMS:  There will be three mid–semester exams and a noncumulative final, each worth 50 points.  Exams will consist of multiple choice items.  “Bad” items will be dropped based on the results of an item analysis performed by the instructor after each exam.  In the event of a skewed distribution of test scores, a "curve" will be used to determine test grades.

If an exam date is canceled by the university due to snow, the test will be given during the next scheduled class.  Classes canceled that precede the test date will not affect the exam schedule.
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EXAMS (continued)

Make–ups for reasons other than illness or emergency will not be allowed.  Should illness or emergency prevent you from taking an exam, please call either my office or the psychology department (x6270) and leave me a message.  You must bring written documentation of your absence and can expect to be administered a make–up exam during the following class.
RESEARCH REQUIREMENT

All students enrolled in General Psychology are required to participate in a research activity to better understand how the scientific process is utilized in the field of psychology.  This will involve participation in research conducted by Marywood Psychology/Counseling faculty (or in some cases students), or completing the alternate assignment which will be described in class.  Total time involved is approximately 3 hours.  Failure to complete this assignment will result in a 5 point reduction for each missed activity from your point total at the end of the semester.
EXTRA CREDIT

Additional points may be earned on some tests in the form of extra credit items.  A total of 10 extra points can be earned in this manner, and by participating in research beyond the requirement (approved by the instructor) or role-play exercises/testing with graduate students. 

GRADING:  

The assignments are each worth...



Mid Semester Exams

150 points



Non-cumulative Final Exam
  50 points





  TOTAL 
200 points
Final grades are based on the following percentages:



97 - 100% =  A
81 - 84%   =  B-
65 - 68%   =  D+



93 - 96%   =  A-
77 - 80%   =  C+
61 - 64%   =  D



89 - 92%   =  B+
73 - 76%   =  C
0 - 65%   =  F



85 - 88%   =  B
69 - 72%   =  C-

Related Readings:
Feel free to see me at any time if you are interested in additional readings on a particular topic.

Web sites worth checking out:
To view web sites related to psychology, point your browser to my personal web page at:

http://www.renjilian.com then click on Psychology Links
or check out the other information contained in the site

For Students with Disabilities:

Any student with a documented disability may request an adjustment to course requirements and procedures.  In order to request such adjustment, you should contact Mr. Christopher Moy in LAC 220, extension 2549.

Course Outline - General Psychology

Week

Dates




Topics



Readings   
    1

Jan 16, 18

History, systems and science of psych.
Chapter   1

    2

Jan 23, 25

The physiology of behavior


Chapter   2

    3

Jan 30, Feb 1

Sensation and perception


Chapter   3

    4

Feb 6, 8

Sleep, drugs, and consciousness

Chapter   4


    5 EXAM
Feb 13, 15

Learning and conditioning


Chapter   5

    6

Feb 20, 22

Memory




Chapter   6

    7

Feb 27, Mar 1

Cognition and thinking


Chapter   7

    8

Mar 13, 15

Human Development



Chapter   8


    9 EXAM
Mar 20, 22

Motivation and emotion


Chapter   9

  10

Mar 27, 29

Theories of Personality


Chapter 10

  11 

Apr 3


Stress, adjustment and coping


Chapter 11


  12 EXAM
Apr 10, 12

Psychopathology & Abnormal Behavior
Chapter 12

  13

Apr 17, 19

Psychotherapies & Treatment


Chapter 12
  14

Apr 24, 26

Social influence/Psychology at Work

Chapter 13, 14

  15 FINAL
Week of May 1st  (Time and Day to be announced)
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